
What does the law say? 

By law, all children of compulsory school age
(between 5 and 18) must get a suitable, full-time
education. As a parent, you are responsible for
making sure this happens, either by registering
your child at a school or by making other
arrangements which provide a suitable full-time
education. Once your child is registered at a
school you are responsible for making sure he or
she attends regularly. If your child fails to attend
regularly - even if they miss school without you
knowing - the Local Authority (LA) may take legal
action against you. The LA is responsible for
making sure that parents fulfil their
responsibilities. 

Parents are responsible for making sure that their
registered children regularly attend school and
any alternative provision arranged for them. If you
think you might need to take your child out of
school, discuss the reasons with the school as
soon as possible. Reasons such as family
bereavement or taking part in an agreed religious
observance would be acceptable for short
absences. Unacceptable reasons for missing
school include shopping and birthdays.

Punctuality

Being on time is also vital. Arriving late at school
can be very disruptive for your child, the teacher,
and the other children in the class. Being late for
school reduces learning time. If your child is 5
minutes late every day they will miss three days of
learning each year. If your child is 10 minutes late
every day they will miss 6 days of learning each
year.If your child is 15 minutes late every day they
will miss 9 days of learning each year.

ATTENDANCE

Attendance

Attending every day=100% attendance

Attending 4½ days a week = 90% attendance = 4
weeks missed a year

Attending 4 days a week = 80% attendance =
more than ½ a term missed per year or 2 full
years missed over the course of their school
career.

Attending 3½ days a week = 70% attendance =
more than a quarter of the school year missed.

An average attendance of 80% or less across a
child’s school career adds up to missing a whole
2 years from school. 




